Arlgie Lake

From: John Duquette <mi.bowhunter@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 08, 2012 4:30 PM

To: Angie Lake

Subject: House Bill 5225

Dear Committce Members,

I am a life member of the NRA and am urging you to support the outdated law requiring law abiding citizens to
obtain a permit to purchase. As you know since 1998 the National Instant Criminal Background Check System
has been in effect and quite literally makes the Michigan law obsolete. Below I have listed the bill and the
amendments [ believe will be reviewed by your committee on 17May. Why waste our local resources for a
purchase permit when the NICS will do that at point of purchase?

Thank you for your time!
John Duquette, Jr

Life Member NRA

HB 5225, introduced by state Representative Paul Opsommer (R-93), would abolish the bureaucratic “permit-
to-purchase” handguns which became obsolete when the National Instant Criminal Background Check System
(NICS) went into effect in 1998. Under the current state system, gun buyers must apply with their local law
enforcement agency and pass a written test before being authorized to buy a handgun. This “permit” is valid for
only one gun and it expires after ten days. Since 1998, federal law has required a national criminal records
check for the purchase of any firearm from any gun dealer in every state. Some of the key points of the
proposed amendment to HB 5225 are:

* Repeal the state requirement for someone to ask for police permission to purchase a firearm by traveling
to a local police station and obtaining a permit to purchase.

» Repeal the requirement to register a completely legally purchased and owned firearm by a law-abiding
citizen to be registered with the government through the police.

» Adopt the use of the federally-funded National Instant Criminal Background Check System.

o Default to the federal standard of prohibited persons and each purchase would still require a background
check.

» Cut Michigan’s costs by using the federally-administered instant background check system and
climinate wasted man-hours of tracking lawful gun owners in Michigan."



